- Party’s over at ‘Animal House’

Editor’s note: *“Iin My Opinion” is a column of guest
commentaries. Send submissions to Helen Colwell
Adams, Sunday News, P.O. Box 1328, Lancaster, Pa.
17608-1328; e-mail hcolwell@inpnews.com.

By Theodare E. Long October 49,3000

Special to the Sunday News

n September, the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology agreed to pay $6 million to avoid a lawsuit by
the family of 18-year-old Scott Krueger, a freshman
who drank himself to death three years ago during a fra-
ternity rush. As expected, the news sent a shudder
through college legal offices across the country.
Historically, our society has designated the college
campus as a safe haven for behavior beyond the bounds
of social norms. However, this campus culture of alcohol
abuse has been dying for several years, and the MIT
agreement officially signals the end of the “Animal
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of others. Our residential students

life on American college cam-
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House” era. Goodriddance, I say.

Though meost people were drawn to this story by the
large price tag attached to the settlement, the real sig-
nificance in this agreement between the Krueger fami-
ly and MIT is the acknowledgement that colleges do
share some responsibility for the actions and behavior of
their students.

Many college students, especially the youngest mem-
bers of our campus communities, are woefully ignorant
about alcohol and other drugs. Placed in aless-inhibitive
environment and lacking accurate information, many
unfortunately will find out the hard way. The romanceof
binge drinking depicted in movies like “Animal House”
is brutally divorced from the ugly reality that faces
campus security departments each weekend.

We are not their parents, my colleagues stated over
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sionable freshmen know this?

the years. Treat us like adults, students demanded with
equal fervor. Painted into the corner by these twin argu-
ments for decades, college administrators either pre-
tended that there was no problem or resigned them-
selves to an uncomfortable powerlessness. Colleges left
students to fend for themselves. Not anymore.

i I believe that colleges can do three things to posi-
tively address the issue of drinking on campus. These
answers demand more complicated solutions than sim-
ply outlawing or penalizing fraternities, as the ineffec-
tual Dean Wormer tried to do in “Animal House.”

Rather, meaningful solutions must arise from our in-
stitutional heritages and missions. At Elizabethtown
College, with a century-long affiliation with the Church
of the Brethren, we work to educate our students to re-
spect themselves, each other and the law of the land
without treating these young people like children.
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